Home Business -  Microbusiness -  Crazy Business - Make Anything a Business

www.Cirrovista.com
See this microbusiness:   www.homestead.labelplace.com/labelplace.html
It all started organically with only a little … passion and some …curiousity!

Chapter 7
“The Museums Secret Back Room - Part 1”

It was a summer day when I called the Yakima Valley Museum in Yakima.  This old brick museum sat next to a park filled with very old, large trees.  It had been renovated recently and work was in progress to put in a Soda Shop and add a new Gift Shop.  I had heard that there might be a lot of labels at this museum because there were hundreds of growers and packers in this area, and they donated their labels to the Museum.   In calling the Museum, the lady said “Oh, you need to talk to Del Brice, he is the Label Curator.”  OK.  A curator just for labels, that is bizarre!  It was like “Gerry, The Apple Box King, ” but this was “Del, the Apple Label Curator.”  

I could just see it now “The Apple Label Society” where there is a President, Secretary, and lowly members, where people had fellowship together, became close friends for life, sharing minutae and personal experiences, with dryout centers for label addicts who couldn’t handle them without going deep into debt…etc.

Del answered the phone, and I introduced myself.  Not really knowing where to begin I just asked him if they sold labels, and he said yes.  After inquiring about what labels he had, Del simply said it would be a lot better to take a trip to visit the museum and look at the labels myself.  So, the following Saturday was the day.  The drive up to Yakima winds along the Yakima River where apple and grape orchards abound, so it would be a beautiful drive.  The hot summers are perfect for wine grapes, and the Columbia River Basin is now known as Wine Country, and one can drive for hours stopping at different wineries, and taste testing green Chardonnays and red Cabernets, and other such grapes.

The sun was always out, it seemed in this arid desert land which receives less than a foot of rainfall in a  year.   My neighbor “Grandpa Willie”, and old gentleman in his eighties who passed away a few years ago, told me that before the Manhattan project and the Columbia Basin Irrigation Project in the 30s and 40s that eastern Washington was bone dry.  He swore that there were no clouds in the sky from April to October!  None!  At Hanford, the winds come up and sometimes created dustbowl-like conditions called “Termination Winds” where people resigned in disgust at the gritty sand the permeated every por in skin and home.

But, with the irrigation from the Yakima River, which feeds the Columbia, there were thousands of “crop circles” or center-pivot irrigation circles, and lots of other irrigation methods which have transformed the desert into a bountiful land of apples, potatoes, asparagus, cherries, onions, alfalfa, and a host of other crops.  Even mint and hops do well here.   As the small towns of Prosser, Grandview, and Union Gap passed by, thoughts of finding a grower or packer from the 50s seemed like a real possibility here.    I saw that Holtzinger, Hansen, and other packing houses on labels from the 1930s that I had, were still in operation.  To be sure, the vast majority of growers were out of business, and the labels disappeared like the families that once ran them.  

I arrived at about noon and went to the front desk and asked for Del.  The receptionist said “Yes, Del, he is already here.  He’s downstairs in the Apple Label Room.”  Of course, the Label Curator would have a Label Room, and probably a Label budget and Label Assistants, with staff meetings, planning sessions, and procurement specialists.  People in his organization probably examined the labels donated and sniffed them to ensure it had the old dust mite old paper smell, and compared the labels with white paper to make sure they had the browning of age to make sure they were authentic. 

There were old stairs to walk down, and at the bottom an old covered wagon recreating the old west, with plastic full size brown horses ‘pulling it’, and in the central area of the showroom there were old western scenes, and old apple box manufacturing machine, and hanging from the ceiling a large collection of old neon signs with a colorful bicycle shop sign with a red rider and yellow wheels with spokes blinking on and off giving the illusion of movement.  Suddenly I saw The Wall!  It was a huge wall covered with thousands of apple labels dating back to 1900.  It was magnificent.  The colors, and myriad of designs used throughout the early part if the 20th century were overwhelming.  There were strange labels like Z Brand which had a red Z;  Purple Cow which was a purple cartoon cow and yellow background; and Tieton T which had a big blue T and a bright yellow background.   Then there were very artistic, detailed labels like Yakima Savage which used seven colors for an indian with a full eagle-feather headdress; Klondyke Winner which malamute sled dogs dogs pulling an eskimo in Alaska; and Golden Rod, the older version with detailed stone lithography of yellow flowers.  it was impressive.  It was a pleasure to just stand there in awe of the history of apple growing in eastern Washington as told through the labels, not realizing that there really were thousands of different labels used in the state, with reputable historians saying there were probably over 6,000 different!  Del was waiting and so I couldn’t linger much longer and would return later.

After introductions, my nose began taking it all in: there was an ‘old paper’ smell, which is normal for old paper things that I loved, but my wife gets asthma from it.   She says it is the dustmites crawling over the paper, eating and living in it.  Yuck.  

 Del was an older gentleman with white hair, silver glasses, and a heart condition.  He twisted off the white cap from a small orange bottle and popped two tiny white pills into his mouth.   “Nitroglycerin” he said.  Del had a large display of labels, and I just listened to the history coming out of him for hours.  He know practically every family, label, date, available quantity, and the fair price for all of the labels in south central Yakima Valley.   “This is a 300 dollar label, Holtzinger’s Purple Cow, ultra rare.”   It just looked like a cartoon-style cow with a gaudy yellow background.  “Only a small number are known.”  “Yakima Savage, that sold for $700 years ago, only 3 known, that was a real masterpiece of stone lithography.”   

I looked through the labels on the display and picked a bunch out. He’d say “Those are 50 cents each” or “Those are $1 each.”  He seemed to have it all in his head.  After selecting 10 each of about 50 different labels, and handing over $300 cash for them, there was no doubt about a return trip, as soon as possible.  There was a very large old black metal safe in the room with an colorful eagle and old-time lettering stenciled on.   There appeared to be a back door in the Label Room, and there were lots of old file cabinets, no doubt filled with labels.  He handed me listing of labels several pages long, offering quantities of 10, 100, or bundle for progressively lower prices.  

Del explained what a bundle was, and he said “Oh, these came directly from the printer.  There are about 800 labels in them, depending on the paper thickness.  See this Surety label here, it’s a thicker label, there are probably 800, but this here Gilbert, is very thin, and it may have 1,000.”   He said that these labels were never used, and were just delivered to the museum when the packer no longer had use for them in  the 1950s when cardboard came in.   “They are perfect except where the string is tied around t them, which leaves the string mark” he said.   That head of his was packed full of label trivia.

I thanked him and had to home for dinner 80 miles away, and was very glad to have gotten some very nice labels pretty cheaply.  These were all common labels, and I wasn’t interested, yet, in spending more than a dollar on a label.  Soon, however, the $100 labels would be easy to justify, but at the time I didn’t realize how quickly they increased in price after supplies dried up.  

A month later, Del and I set up another meeting time, and this time I brought $1000 cash, and had thoroughly reviewed his label list, carefully marking those labels I wanted.  The ones that were pretty, and had nice colors, were older, and cheap were my favorites.   Del met me and talk for many hours about labels, and I was just taking it all in, trying to learn as much as I could from this man.  He seemed to like my enthusiasm, which was a lot like his.  As I selected labels, he decided to show me some file cabinets and in looking through the files I found many, many rarer labels to add to my collection.   At reasonable prices I added a few hundred more different labels to my collection all in one day, obtaining 5 – 50 of each.  

Several months later we met yet again, and I brought $2500 in cash.  This was serious, but I had this feeling that I should get them now, since they “don’t grow on trees” or are easily found, anywhere.  Del was ready to take all the money I brought.   After all, he had raised hundreds of thousands of dollars on labels in the past year he said!  The label sales paid for a significant chunk of the latest upgrades museum upgrades.   I could tell he liked me because of my interest in his stories, and maybe the money too.  I really enjoyed listening to him too, and he explained the hobby and ‘business’ to me in great detail.   But, whatever the reason, he said “Let me show you something.”   And he opened that door at the back of the Label Room and walked in.  I followed him, and what followed was unbelievable.  There on all 3 sides of a large room were shelves filled with bundles of labels, piled to the ceiling!  If there was a mother lode, this was it!  There was a large step ladder in the middle of the room which allow someone to climb to the ceiling to look at the dusty labels.  

What a privilege, to see the sheer number of paper labels, which in and of themselves have little intrinsic value and could be called thinly slice trees, of paper so to speak.  Still, this was single most important visual aid, besides the apples, to attract buyers to their product, and there were over 1000 different growers and packers represented in that room.   The thinly sliced trees have great value in recording the advertising and graphic skills of early artists, and it was on these images that growers staked their fortunes, hoping people would identify their apples through  brand name recognition, at least with the wholesale buyers at auction.   

Climbing the tall ladder, there were stacks of labels up high, covered with the dust of decades, and the labels had been preserved in mint, or flawless, condition.   And, one could own a piece of Washington State history, right here.                 

“Apple Kids”

In the lot purchased from the Label Room, there were 50 Apple Kid labels obtained at 55 cents apiece which I took home.  There were at least three bundles sitting there, a very large supply that would always be there, it seemed.  I was about to learn the principle of supply and demand through this colorful label which showed two boys with striped t-shirts pulling a very large apple up a grassy hill, with snow-covered mountains in the background and yellow sky and big bright red letters.  It was all very cute and was one of Marcia’s favorite.  As mention earlier prices of labels, like anything else, are subject to beauty, which affects demand, and availability or supply.  Apple Kids was on the list to purchase during the next purchasing trip to the Label Room.  Looking high and low they were nowhere to be seen.  Del said that a lawyer in Montana bought the rest, and that they were no longer available!  I was stunned, and several other labels were “sold out.”  The price of Apple Kids shot up to $14 retail within a year, as no one could obtain them anymore.  There are opportunities present each of us all of the time, and in order to profit from them, there has to be recognition, desire, and will to act upon it.   For Apple Kids, the  recognition existed that here was a very nice and inexpensive label, and the desire to get more was certainly there, but it was the delay in the action to grab it that caused the opportunity to be missed.  It was a wake up call to me that opportunities exist for a limited time, and truly ‘present themselves,’ by the Lord I know now, and action is essential when He shows me an opportunity.   A lesson was learned, and hopefully this mistake would not be repeated.  The Forty-Nine Brand label, discussed later, perhaps shows that the lesson was indeed learned as action resulted in extreme blessings and profit.   

Mr. Montana now had a monopoly.  He could just sit on the labels and wait 10 years for them to further appreciate in value, or he could re-sell them at double or triple what he paid, and prople would gladly pay it.  The choice was his, because he had taken advantage of the opportunity -the same opportunity which I had had 6 months to act upon.  The time to acquire the thing of value is when it presents itself.  Though it may be possible to get it later, the likelihood of obtaining it decreases with time.  Today is the time to do it.  

It was just like when think back upon the day I decided to put my own ways aside and look into Jesus Christ, and not only recognize Him as God in person, but to have the will to call on Him and invite Him into my heart and life, but actually do it.  Looking back, that was the single most life-changing gift given to me, and to consider what my life would be if I hadn’t acted upon it when God presented me with it.  Thank God I was willing and received Him!  I would probably still be into the drinking and lounge-lizard thing, probably replete with gold chain and bowling shirt or something, and neglected dysfunctional kids, or worse yet, a progressively miserable sex life as my interest in my wife would have continued to fade.  

My thinking processes have become clearer, and now with truth in my life, my mind gets ‘washed’ and ‘regenerated’ it seems, and I can sometimes feel the deadness and dullness and wrong ideas being rinsed out with the verses out of the Bible that come alive now.   Of course, the bible in our house was just a frustrating book I’d throw across the room.  Someone once described a professor ranting about how the Bible was nonsense, foolishness, and just stupid, and he challenged any student to debate him on it.  A Christian student stood up, and the professor began slandering and assassinating his character, and when he was done he asked the student to reply.  The student simply stated that reading the Bible for that professor was like “reading someone else’s mail.”   It’s meaning is hidden to someone peering in from the outside, who doesn’t have the whole picture or context, or even ability to understand it.   When I finally yielded to God and received His son into my life,  “someone else’s mail” was suddenly written to me!  Boy did God have a lot to say to me about life!  

It was a strange concept to accept, but like anything we buy, there is an available supply and people who want it.  Keeping something from buyers who want it only raises the price.  Withholding Apple Kid labels from the market drove prices up.  Conversely, the dumping of labels, observed on more than on occasion, would drop the price quickly until the dumping ended.  This ‘business’ was fascinating, and was like a miniature representation of any private business it seemed.  There was a commodity to buy, trade, and sell, with wholesale and retail prices, with some dealers having monopolies on certain labels.   

“Britevale”

Sometimes we desire things that are hard to get, but that doesn’t mean they are valuable, or rare.   Years ago I had picked up a label called “Britevale.”  It was a handsome label, not extremely beautiful or gorgeous, but attractive.  It had a yellow sky, rolling hills, and a farmhouse , bright red letters, and a blue border.  The label was from “Happy Valley Ranch” from Tonasket WA.  As I looked up this label in the price guide, I wasn’t too excited about it, as there were many others more beautiful.  Still, it was surprising when I saw the price.  It had a book value of $55 each.  This seemed high, but since the labels were difficult to get, the prices remained high.  Label collectors each had one, but dealers did not have many.  I never thought much about it. 

A few years later, I looked up the labels in the 2000 price guide and noticed that the price had dropped to $25.  That was strange, why would that price go down?  If someone bought one at the $55 price, only later to see the value drop to $25, he’d probably get mad.  I didn’t really think much more about it, thinking perhaps it was a probably a fluke, and the author made an oversight error in pricing, or happened to know where some could be found, which would lower the price.  

One day I received an email from a friend named Darrel.   Darrel was a likeable guy from Tonasket WA, and who now lived in Seattle.  He and I’d talked about labels at the shows, and he had quite a nice collection of labels from the north-central Washington Oroville-Tonasket area.  The area meant a lot to him since he was born and raise in the remote, green upper Columbia River area just a few miles from the Canadian Border.    He asked me if I’d like some Britevale labels.  I responded that yes, I would.  He then stunned me by saying he had 4 bundles of Britevale and 3 bundles of Thornton’s, another label with pretty apples on it.  

He asked me to make an offer, so I did.  I offered him $125 per bundle for 3 bundles of Britevale and 2 bundles of Thorntons.  This was about 15 cents each.   He said that would be fine!  So he drove over to my house from Seattle, and we talked labels for quite a few hours that day down in my label room.  Somehow, he knew a family, now just two old ladies, who lived up in Oroville, and they wanted to sell their labels.  

So I sent messages out to the label dealers of this new find of Britevales.   Most were also interested, and I sold 100 packs for about $60 each, and sold over a bundle in a few weeks, paying off my initial investment.  This was exciting to be in on the initial release of a new label find!  I kept offering them quickly to people, and before I knew it they were saturated, and glad to get the labels for 60 cents each, counted and packaged and shipped.   What would this do to the market value of Britevale’s?  I presumed it would go down, but didn’t realize how fast.  The 2002 price guide came out and immediately I checked it out, and Britevales were now $8 each!

My how quickly the value changes based on increased supply!  In fact, a month ago I received an email from another dealer who offered me Britevale bundles for $100!  A the label show, and on eBay, Britevale labels are being sold for 20 cents each!  Such is life.  I asked the dealer how many he had and there was a pause, and a funny look.  He put his hand out about shoulder high, and said “I have three piles this high!” 

 That corresponds to about 60 bundles, or about 48,000 Britevale labels!  Those are indeed very common now, and cheap, and that means there can are enough to supply about 1000 Britevale labels in each state.  Or put another way, 48,000 people in the U. S. can each own a Britevale.  But wait, that is still not a mass quantity.  in fact it is still a relatively limited production item that is about 50 years old, and are not being printed any longer…  Well there are a lot of ways to look at demand.  One citrus label dealer once said that years ago 1000 labels were considered a lot of labels, and common.  However, with more collectors in the hobby, 1000 labels is considered more rare because there are more collectors than supply, and 1000 labels not enough for each collector to get one so prices are higher.  In the ‘old days’ or 1970’s, label collectors had little competition, and packing houses were glad to just give them away cheaply, but most have been acquired and are in private collections and hoards.

“Hanging a Shingle in the 21st Century”

“The Pawn Shop Incident”

“eBay Blues”

“A Call from The Label King”

“Swindled by a Crooked Lawyer”

“The Loft”

“Ragtime”

“Wheelin’, Dealin’, but no Stealin’l”

“From Minor League to The Show”

I love taking Marcia out on a date every Friday night.  It is the end of the week, and it is such a good time where we get to catch up on things, have a nice dinner, and just hang out together.  When I first heard about guys at church talking about dating their wives, it sounded strange.  Being self-centered and selfish, I knew things had to change, and I could feel the prodding of the Lord to really get to know her and understand where she was coming from.  

Introduction









OIC
 

My Background, Life, Family 


Not a good Husband, out fishing


Not a good Dad, out drinking, playing jazz in bars


Worked hard, but not always.

“Thinly Sliced Trees” Adventure of Fruit Crate Labels

A Process God Took Me Through, and taught me a LOT

 Supernatural, I want to be FRANK and honest w/ what happened

A1.
Commitment








Hearts Desire    

Ps 37:4-6
If I commit my way to the Lord, and He will give me the desires of my heart.

Prov 3:5-6
I no longer have to live by only my understanding, but have His. 
Mat 6:33-34
He will provide when I seek His will and righteousness first.

Phil 4:9
My peace comes by practicing His ways.




Heb 11:6
My faith pleases God and brings His rewards.

1Pet 1:14-15
I can put aside my old ways and desires.

A2.
Contentment







 
Sweet Sue

Prov 27:7
When I am satisified I don’t desire bad things.

Prov 37:16
It is better for me to have less and be righteous, than more with wickedness.

1 Tim 6:6-8
There is a great advantage to being content.

Luke 3:14
Be content with my wages.

Acts 20:33-35
Do not covet another mans wealth.

Phil 4:11-14
Learn to be content with whatever circumstances I am in.

A3.
Counsel 








 Depend On
Ps 1:1-2
Delight and meditate upon in the laws of God and be blessed 
Prov 1:5
Acquire good counsel, and increase in wisdom.

Prov 14:15
I can be righteous right now,  and not naïve anymore.

Prov 9:9
I am wise when I am teachable.

Mt. 18:15-17
Helping my brother or sister in Christ, by correcting them, is loving.

Heb 10:24
We should know eachother well enough to be able to help eachother. 

1 Cor 5:9-12
Within the church we judge to a standard, those outside we leave to God & love.

Prov 3:11-12
Do not reject the discipline or correction of the Lord, who loves you. 

A7.
Humility 








Good Fruit
Ps131:1-2
I will yield to the Lord and let myself be satisfied in Him.

Isa 66:2
The Lord looks upon the humble.

Mt 5:25-26
Settling out of court is best, and requires humility.

Ps 37:11
The humble will inherit the land.

2 Chron 7:14
Be humble and pray.

1 Pet 5:6
God will lift me up in His time when I humble myself to Him.

Phil 2:3
Don’t be selfish.

D1.
Counsel and Discipline for Children

Prov 6:20
Help children to follow our instructions, one of many provisions for them.

Prov 22:6
Train your children rightly, and blessings follow in their later years.

Prov 29:15
Correct your child.  Having their own way brings shame to parents.

1 Tim 3:4-5
Men of God, manage your household well, keeping children under control.

1994 New Lord – New Ways





Congdon


Lots of new space in my life, no drinking, bar jazz, porn, lying, lazying

Visual Person, I like looking at pretty, colorful things – (right way/wrong way)

Artistic, appreciate graphic art

Things that needed fixing

Things I needed to learn and did:


Framing


Sheetrocking


Electrical wiring – 4 hrs w/Randy Barnes on my bathroom


Plumbing


Water Well 240VAC

Had a woodstove installed in the living room, working harder, learned hands-on

Studying the Word, teaching, hymns and praise worship music, new LANDS!

His Spirit is with us, prospers and teaches us and we acquire new things!

Work HARD?

H4.
Take the Land 







Loop Loop


Josh 5:13 –15 Take the Land

Josh 1:6,9,18,  Be Bold
(and 1:1 – 2:24)

Jer 33:3
He’ll show us new things we never knew before

Jer 29:11
God Plans to Prosper Us

G8.
Work











Ex 35:31-35
The Lord with His Spirit in you will fill you with wisdom, understanding, 



knowledge, and all craftsmanship, and design…all in the job He calls you to!

Gen 39:2-6,
The Lord is with us, and He will make us successful and prosper.

Deut 28:8
He will prosper us in the work He gives us, not other works.

Ecc 9:10
There is no work, activity, planning, or wisdom in hell.

G6.
Slothfulness








Hula



Prov 10:4
Laziness brings poverty.

Prov 13:4
The lazy man cannot be satisfied.

Prov 18:9
Laziness is destructive.

A12.
Thankfulness







Mountain Goat

Phil 4:6
Give thanks to God and take your needs to Him in prayer.

1 Ths 5:18
The Lord wants me to give thanks in every situation.

1993
Debt and Tithing





Mission Bridge

· Debt, what’s the big deal? Pay my house off?

· Gambling with other peoples money, my IRA

· Tithe?
C1.
Borrowing









Ps 37:21
Pay back your debts and be in a position to give instead.

Prov 22:7 
A debtor is in fact a slave to the lender.

Ex 22:14-15
Pay for anything you borrow which breaks.

Ps 109:11
The debtor eventually loses all to creditors.

Deut 15:6
Take God’s vision to be debt free (Deut 28:12)

C2.
Interest

Ex 22:25
Take care not to charge interest on a poor man.

Ez 22:12-13
Focusing on high interests and profits injure people.

Deut 23:19-20 Interest was not charged to ‘countrymen’

Ps 15:5
There is a blessing for not charging interest.

C3.
Lending

Ps 112:5
There are blessings for a gracious lender.

Mt 5:42
Give to someone who asks of us, and let people borrow from you.

Luk 6:34-35
Lend even to those who you don’t expect to receive back, like God.

C4.
Paying Debts








Independent

Ps 37:21
Pay back your debts and be in a position to give instead.

Rom 13:8
Owe nothing to anyone, but love one another is the position to be in.

Philem 1:18
Paul offers to pay for Philemon’s debts.

Luke 12:58-9
Settle out of court, pay what you need, or suffer consequences.

C5.
Surety









Surety
Prov 22:26-27 Do not make pledges or cover for others’ debts.

Prov 6:1-5
If you’ve promised to be surety a neighber, get out if it immediately.
Prov 11:5
If you’ve promised to be surety for a stranger, you’ll suffer.

C6.
Usury

Prov 28:8
Wealth gained by excessive interest rates (usury) loses all.

Deut 15:1-5
Seven years was the maximum mortage/loan life.

Deut 31:10
After 7 years a remission of debts was granted.

D12.
Tithe 









 Tiger
Gen 28:22
Tithe is a tenth.

Num 18:28-9
Tithe to the Lord only.

Mal 3:7-11
He says “Test Me” on tithing, then opens windows of heaven, and rebukes 


the devourer. Enter into the tithing fellowship with Him. 


2 Chr 32:25
Wrath for those who return nothing.

1996
New Interests







La Reina

· Need a place to store firewood, looking for apple boxes, domestic guy…

· Bought apple box with nice labels on them – I loved them!  They are ‘good’

· “Jerry, the Apple Box King”  Bought some labels from Jerry, loved them for decoration

· Bought 5 of each of 50 different, framed the labels, had extras  

A8.
Obedience
Jer 7:23
We can hear His voice AND obey His commandments.

Is 1:19

Consenting and obeying the Lord brings the best.

Mt 6:24
Pleasing God means you cannot also put the world and money first.

Mt 16:24
It is a daily choice to follow Christ, and requires saying “no” to ourselves.

Acts 5:29
We must obey God, He is our master, this is simpler.

Mt 24:46-47
The Lord will bless those who are following is directions.

A10.
Good Attitudes
Phil 4:8
Fill your mind with thoughts on the true, pure, lovely, and noble.

Phil 4:13
Know that Christ will give you the strength to do what He asks

Rom 8:28
Remember that God will cause everything works out for my good.

2 Cor 6:10
The troubles that face me, though difficult, will profit me.

Phil 4:6
I can now wait upon the Lord to answer, and not worry or fret as a lifestyle.

A6.
Honesty







Honest John
Mark 10:19
Do not swindle.

2 Cor 2:17
Do not use use the Word of God as a means of profit.

Isa 33:15
Reject unjust profit.

Titus 1:7
Church leaders should not be fond unclean profits.



Rom 13:9
Steal any longer.

Ez 45:10-12
Cheat no longer.





 
Prov 3:3-4
Hold on to kindness and truth.

Prov 10:31-32 Speak what is true and acceptable.

A13.
Trust God

Prov 3:5-6
I can trust in your Lord with all of my heart.  He will lead me.

Ps 37:7-9
I can rest in my Lord and know He will come.

Ps 32:10
We are surrounded by His loving kindness as we trust Him.

2Ki 22:6-7
Accountability disappears for the trustworthy!

Lu 9:3

The Lord can send us out with nothing but a promise He’ll provide.

Lu 22:35-6
The Lord can send us out with directions on what to take.

1997 A Budding Interest in Labels




Star W
 

· “Jerry the Apple Box King”  I Bought 100 apple boxes then bought 100 more   

· “Del Bice” Label Curator, YVM was selling them to raise money, bought $300

· Sold some framed labels to a restaurant – a little too expensive, felt bad

· Sold some boxes at a yard sale quickly, our home is decorated nicely

B7.
Envy









Sapphire

Prov 23:17
Don’t  envy a sinners life.

Prov 24:1
Don’t desire to be with evil men.

Ecc 4:4
Sometimes everything is due to rivalry and envy.

Ja 4:1-3
Rightly asking the Lord for all things is the answer to envy and lust.

1 Pt 2:1
Put away envy, and other evils from your heart.

B13.
Love of Money

1 Tim 6:9-10
This is the harmful and ruinous trap: desiring to be rich.

Billion $

Lu 16:13-14
Loving money opposes loving God.

2Tim 3:1-2
Lovers of money will be prevalent until the end.

B15.
Pride









Yakima Chief

Duet 8:17
Wealth leads to personal pride in accomplishments.

Prov 18:23
Riches lead to arrogant attitudes and treatment of the poor.

2 Chr 32:25
Receiving benefits, but not giving, is caused by pride.

Dan 5:23
The world praises the gods of silver, gold…iron, wood, stone…

Ez 28:4-5
Our hearts can be lifted up in the wrong way from riches.

1 Pet 3:3-4
Shift from pride in our appearances to inward beauty in the heart. 

Rev 3:17-18
Wealth prevents us from seeing our true needs and condition

1997
Planning, Preparing, Studying



Deep Blue Sea


· Bought PJ1994 Fruit Crate Label Catalog – 6000 apple labels

· Studied the Catalog prices for 2 yrs, memorized price of 6000 labels

· Gordon McClelland Books, memorized pictures –easy when you love them…

· Visited lots of Antique Shops, talk to owners, surf the internet sites

D9.
Planning

Prov 16:9
We naturally plan, but need to let God direct -- to our great benefit.

Prov 27:23-4
Know the conditions of your business, home, or other activity.

Gen 41:34-6
Prepare for the unknown future with His directions.

Prov 30:25
Prepare for the known future and be prudent.

Prov 24:27
Do all things decently and in order.

Prov 21:5
A diligent persons plans lead to advantage.

Lu 14:28-30
Plan, so you don’t fail.

Deut 15:6
Plan with God’s vision to be debt free (Deut 28:12)

A14.
Wisdom








Old Mission
Ja 3:13-18
I can now discern two kinds of wisdom, Godly and ungodly.

Eph 5:15-17
Knowing God’s will is wisdom.

Prov 3:13-19
Finding God’s wisdom is better than finding a goldmine.

Prov 24:3-4
Let’s now build something that won’t fall, based on wisdom. 

JA 3:17
His will and wisdom will be pure, peaceful, gentle, reasonable. 

D11.
Storehouse









Mal 3:10
The church has a storehouse where tithes go in.

Neh 12:44
Storehouses have firstfruits, tithes, and other gatherings.

Prov 6:6-8
Go to the ant! Accumulate and Harvest 

1998 Associations and Connections

Wenatchee Valley FGA


· Bought more labels from the museum – Allowed into the “Back Room”

· Did a show: Cranbearrie Christmas and Applooza made $400

· Jerry Hensley Collection $3500 son ill, needs $0.38 ea.  

· USPS ordered free boxes and shipping tape and supplies!

· Found plastic resealable bags, buy manila file folders for backing

· Ray George The Loft Antiques, rent attic space, ‘booth’ or 6 x 10 spot $35/mo

· Ray George Loft II Antiques, in a new town, 6 months later it folded

G7.
Wages









Bronco
Deut 24:14-15 Pay fairly.

Gen 29:15
Work together on a fair pay.

Ex 2:9

Pay for childcare.

1 Cor 9:7
Soldiers pay.

 Luk 10:7
Evangelists’ and Christian workers pay.

Ezra 3:7
Blue collar pay.

Ja 5:4

Laborers pay.

2 Jn 6-7
Gods servants pay.

Rom 6:23
Spiritual wages of sin is death.

1 Cor 9:14
It is good to get Godly wages from proclaiming the gospel for Godly purposes.

Gal 6:6

Bible teachers blessed by students.

G2.
Employee/Employer

Col 3:22-4:1
Employees(servants), honor your employer(master).

Col 4:1

Employers (masters), be fair to your employees(servants).


1999  Buying and Trading







Tyee


· Indians barters furs for guns, lets make a deal for Wampum!

· Bought more labels from the museum

· Trades galor with Tom Polansky, Steve Marino, Gordon McClelland

F1.
Buying 








 
Gen 34:10-12
Living, trading, and acquiring prosperity is normal.

Gen 33:19
Buying land to live on.

2 Chr 1:17
Buying transportation.

Acts 28:30
Renting is OK too.

Prov 31:16
Observe a resourceful woman of God who makes a prudent purchase.

F3.
Multiplication

Mt 13:3-8
You have to plant, invest, and work, to reap a harvest, physically and spiritually.

Ecc 11:1
Give, invest, watch the Lord bring a return to you.

Lu 16:10-12
Work and be faithful with what you have.

1999 Quality







Blue Feather


· The Label Place Website developed and listed with my email address.

· Satisfaction Guaranteed!  Do the Right Thing Always

· Label Show #1 I’m an outsider, not many are friendly except a few. 

· Made the first “label list” of 300 different labels

G1.
Diligence

Prov 10:5
Work when work is available, don’t be idle.

1 Chr 22:16
Get up and work.

Prov 12:11
The hard worker, like the farmer, will never be hungry.

Prov 10:4
Diligence makes rich.

G3.
Quality

Prov 22:9
Work skillfully and be blessed.

Phil 1:10
Strive for excellence and learn what it is.

1 Pet 2:12
Behave excellently.

2000 My Wife








Rosehill


· Fighting Couple, don’t get derailed from other commands of God!

· My wife is my helper, overcheck, feedback, questioning

· Coffee/Rentals/Other ventures she squelched but she helps me w/errands 

· Family Dynamics Questions

D10.
Provision

1Tim 5:8
Provide for your own family first.

Mt 13:52
Store, and be in a position to give out of your abundance the Word.

1Tim 6:19
Store up heavenly treasures for the eternal future.

F2.
Loss

Mt 6:19-20
Earthly wealth is uncertain and unreliable.

Amos 8:4-8
Deceit in business causes us to be stolen from. 

Lev 19:35-6
Money is a false weight and measure, and inflation reduces our spending power.

Ecc 5:14
Investments can turn bad.

2000
Selling and Profit






Priscilla


· Join Fruit Crate Label Society WOW! (fruit cake …) get newsletters, meet people

· Label List now 600 labels updated for personal requests, getting website inquiries

· Kaia Sorem Antique Shop, first major buyer

· Glenn Wright #1 $2500 Mormon: ‘largest collection on the planet’ old hoard, needs $

F4.
Profit

Prov 31:24
She is hard at work and industrious.

Prov 31:16
She finds a good buy and begins a business.

Mt 25:14-30
God expects physical and spiritual returns which He gives through us.

Gen 47:14-17  Supply and demand, and wealth to the Godly, and saved lives.

Lu 12:48
God expects us to do good with our profits.

F6.
Selling

Gen 41:56-7
Selling what others need, even at a profit, is a good thing because it helps 


them.

Prov 11:26
Don’t hoard what others need if you have it, be willing to sell.

Prov 31:24
Work with your hands to make useful things to sell.

2 Ki 6:25
In extreme conditions money is of little value, other things are more so.

2000 Saving, Insurance, Diversification

Queen of Hearts


· Watch your heart, tons of bad counsel, stock mkt blast, 

· Fire Safe #1 for protection, insurance $250 cost each

· Fire Safe #2 for protection

· Flood, Home, Car, Life, Liability Insurance

B1.
Bad Counsel

Prov 13:20
We become like who we keep company with.

1 Cor 15:33
It is true, bad company corrupts good morals.

2 Ths 3:6
Have no fellowship with the ungodly brother.

B8A.
Fear








Don’t Worry
Prov 1:7
We all fear, but fearing God brings knowledge.

Ps 33:18
His eye is on us who fear Him and hope in Him.

Prov 12:25
Anxiety can be changed to gladness with good words.

John 14:27
He has given us His peace for our troubled heart.

1 John 4:18
Fear is removed from our hearts us by perfect love.

F5.
Savings







Apple Kids

Prov 6:6-8
The storing of money, goods, in times of abundance is good.

Prov 21:20
The storing of wealth in the house of the wise.

Ecc 11:2
Diversify your investments as insurance, and don’t put it all into one place.

1Cor2:14
Parents should save for their children’s needs, not children for parents.

2001 The World is a Crooked Place




Siwash


· The Siwash Label was all damaged, but thankfully a Christian sold it to me, took it back

· Kelsey Doncastor, didn’t work out, he had ugly labels and wanted all nice ones from me

· 3000 label images memorized, can tell most rare from common in most cases now

B4.
Deception

Ps 36:3
Let our words have no deceit in them.

Prov 4:24
Put devious and deceitful lips far from you.

Jer 17:9
Deceit begins the heart.

Prov 12:20
Deceit is in the heart and there is no joy there.

Acts 5:1-10
Deceit is deadly.


B5.
Dishonesty








Pat Hand
Act 5:1-10
Dishonesty is deadly.

Lev 19:11
God commands us to not steal.

Deut 27:17-19 Dishonesty comes in many, many forms.

Prov 11:1
Be honest in all business transactions.

Prov 20:14
Be honest and fair even in negotiating.

Prov 6:12-13
A wicked man is a worthless man.

B6.
Ego
Prov 16:18
Pride leads the way to destruction.

Prov 28:11
Wealth makes us think we are also wise.

Jer 9:23
A wise man does not boast of riches, strength, or riches.


Mat 23:12
Pride leads do a downfall, humility lets God lift us up.

2001
Gold Rush!  Get Rich Quick




Forty-Nine

· God says “Go to the pawn shop”  I find and buy all at $1 a bunch of 49 Brands!

· eBay, listed a 49 Brand, goes to $789!  Families heads turn.  Buyer doesn’t pay

· Mannheim wanted to scan, threatens legal action, all for greed.

· Mannheim is given a 49, I pray for him and forgive him

· Label Show #2  $600 in 5 hrs,  Mannheim sorry, gives $150 label & $75 price guides.

B3.

Covetousness

1 Cor 5:11
Avoid a covetous brother!

Ex 20:17
You shall not covet what belongs to another.


1 Cor 6:10
The kingdom of God is not for the covetous.

1Tim 6:17
The rich should not be conceited or hopeful in uncertain riches.

B9. 
Get-Rich-Quick









Prov 28:22
Avoid destructive gambling, pyramid schemes, get-rich quick attitudes.

Prov 21:5
Plan and work diligently to gain an advantage, and don’t be hasty.

Prov 10:22
God’s riches and blessings have no sorrow attached to it.

B10.
Greed 











Ps 10:3
Greedy men curse and reject God.

Ecc 5:13
Hoarding causes our own hurt.

Is 56:11 
Like dogs, greed cannot be satisfied.

1 Ths 2:5
Flattery, driven by greed, isn’t God’s way. 

1 Tim6:5-8
Some use the “godliness” as a way to make money.

2 Pet 2:3
Greed drives people to exploit one another for gain, lying.

Eph 5:3
Confront the greedy believer to repent.


E5.
Justice

Ecc12:14
The Lord will bring every act into judgement.

Prov 21:3
Doing righteously and justly is desired by God over sacrifice, 

B16.
Suing

1Cor 6:1-2
God helps us settle disputes in the church, not in the ungodly courts.

1 Cor 6:7
Believers must work hard to resolve disputes among themselves.

Mt 5:40
Give in, rather than deal with a lawsuit, work to settle it.

Lu 6:29-31
With giving, don’t make demands if it is not given back.

Is 59:4

No one is honest, they trust in confusion, and strategize mischief. 


A5.
Forgiveness

Mt18:23-25
Forgive, just like I was forgiven.

Luk 17:3
Forgive the repentant brother. 

1Cor 5:9-12
Within the church we judge to a standard, those outside we leave to God & love.

2002 God Blesses Richly, and Owns It ALL



Gloriosa


· Marlene Fortun calls, sends 400 label collection, $1900:  she likes me better than PJ

· The Label Place Website now has 400 rare citrus list online for download

· PJ2000 Price Guide and Mannheim 2002, Big jump in prices

· Dan Label Crate Trade coin for labels!

A11.
Stewardship

Matt 25:21-22
The Lord is pleased and rewards us when we are faithful stewards

1 Cor 4:1-2
We are stewards of the mysteries of God.

1Tim 6:18-19
I am an investor, who will gain eternal and heavenly wealth.

B8B.
Futility of Riches







Top Dog

Ps 39:6
Seeking riches for riches sake is an activity with no future. 

Ps 49:16-17
The one who acquires the most wealth does not win anything.

Ps 52:7
God is the only place of refuge and hope.

Luke 6:24
The rich who are comforted in life without Christ have no future.

Mark 8:36-37
Our soul is vastly more valuable than riches.

James 5:1-5
Still, the Lord pleads with the rich see their impending doom and weep.

Ecc 2:8-11
The result of trying to acquiring everything valuable there is, is useless. 

Ecc 6:7
…and yet the soul is not satisfied.

Ecc 10:19
“Money is the answer everything” is the attitude of the ungodly.

2002
God Blesses Us, In Order To….


Kentucky Cardinal


· 49 Brand, sold many at $2-300 each

· 49 Brand, traded 10 for $7890 to Glenn Wright

· Glenn Wright #2 $2500 more Trout, Rose, Golden Rod plus $6000 trade deal! 

· The Label Place Website now has a full price guide and label list for download

D3.
Gifts

1 Chr 29:2-5
God provides through us, give with all your ability.

Ezra 1:6
Give freely of your own will.

Ezra 2:69
Give as you are able.

Mt 2:11
Give gifts, wonderfully, as appropriate to the occasion.

Rom 12:6-8
Give according to your capabilities and giftedness.

Mt 2:11
Giving to the poor gives the promise of a blessing.

Mt 5:42
Give to him who asks.

D5.
Giving to Others

2Cor 9:7,11
Give cheerfully

Gal 6:6

Let students of the Word share with their teachers.

1 Tim 6:18
Be financially and materially ready to share.

Luke 3:11
Giving is not just money, but is also clothing and food.


Prov 18:16
Gifts bless others and open doors for us with others.

2003
Helping the Needy





Golden Scepter


· Beth asks for a car, hungry, we support her $200/mo pray for car $3000, yes to God
· Struggles with Giving, Becky the orphan
D4.
Giving to Get

Lu 18:28-30
The Lord greatly rewards those who have given up for Him. 

Ps 22:9
Be generous because you will be blessed of God.

1 Cor 13:3
Giving itself is empty unless it is by His love.

Mt 6:3-4
This is what God is like – He sees and rewards our secret giving.

Heb 11:6
He rewards those who seeking His will and ways. 

D6.
Helping the Needy






Plen Tee Color

Prov 31:20
She extends her hand to the poor…and needy.

Prov 28:27
Giving to the poor brings promises of God’s provisions.

Ps 68:6
God makes homes for the lonely and leads us into prosperity.

Ps 69:33
God hears the needy too.

Mt 25:35
Serving the poor is as serving the Lord.

Mk 10:21-26
The rich have difficulty giving.

Acts 3:2-6
Sometimes money isn’t what the needy need.

Acts 2:44-45
His beautiful heart is shown in giving inside the church.

2003 More of Gods Blessings! 





Albion


· Ragtime Antique Mall $80/month rent…bathroom fix, rug, wallpaper, lighting….$500/mo.

· Glenn Wright #3 $6800 he has back problems.

· Dan Jarski #1 – 4 I sell $8400 to him, a pleasure to work with 

· Scott Gitchell #1, #2, #3  $1000+

· Label Show #3 $1000 in 5 hrs 

· Dave Bethman-Bellingham and Rich McMurtry-Idaho Antique Shops

· Glenn Wright #4 $2500 shared w/ Jarski $4 $1800

E1.
Blessings

Prov 28:20
Faithfulness results in blessings.

1Sam 2:30
“Those who honor me I will honor…”

E2.
Counsel of God

Prov 8:10-11
God’s counsel and knowledge is superior to physical riches.

Ps 32:8-9
He will personally instruct and teach us.

E3.
Discipline

Prov 3:11-12
Do not reject God’s discipline, be like a teachable child.

Prov 19:18
Don’t neglect your children, but train and discipline them while you can.

Prov 22:6
Train your child in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

E4.
False Gods










Rev 9:20
Materialism, and things made of metal, stone, wood, cement, as false gods. 

Acts 17:29
God’s nature is unlike any natural material or man-made thing.

2003  Doing the Right Thing 





Mariposa


· I sent a lady some All Americans, but a diff. Version than she wanted, replaced free

· I add extra labels if there is any question of quality, and give full refunds always
· Glenn Wright Mad! I eBay’d clause from GW#1 applies to GW#3 – had to work out

· Jerry won’t work with Glenn or Don, Aaron, Nobody works with Pat, I work w/ all. 



 

G4.
Restitution

Ex 22:5-9
Pay for what you damage or ruin, and all consequences of your actions.

Ex 22:12-15
Pay for what you borrow and it breaks.

A4.
Fairness
Ex 23:1-3
Show no favortism.

Deut 1:17
Treat the rich and poor, great and small, young and old, fairly.

Jer 22:3
Treat the foreigner fairly.

A9.
Making Vows
Deut 23:23
Do everything that you said you would do.


Ecc 5:4-5
It is better to vow, than make one and fail to keep it.

Num 30:2
Keep all promises to God.

B14.
Partiality

Deut 1:17
Do not show partiality, favoritism, in drawing conclusions.

Jam 2:24
Honoring the rich is a worldly activity, but not in the church.

 2003  Fields of Opportunities



 
Harvest Time

· Darrel Verbeck Thornton/Britevales ($55 to $25 to $8 to $1)

· Lee Hovde Bros.  Hereford, met at Label Show #3 have 4 bundles, exclusive rights. 

· eBay 50 Repitition P and 3 Herefords

· Reinvesting in past 6 yrs:  $1200, $2500, $2500, $2500, $7000, $14000

· Gordon McClelland – LA, 3 books, Trade 49, Christian - lives on Thinly-sliced Trees

H1.
Surplus








 
Prov 6:6-8
Work hard and diligently when work is available and store your surplus.

Prov 15:6
There is a surplus for the righteous.

1Tim 6:9-10
Don’t excessively desire to be rich because this is evil too.

H2.
Wealth








Britevale

Deut 8:18
Even our ability to gain wealth comes from God.

1 Cor 10:26
It all belongs to the Lord.

Is 45:3

He gives hidden wealth too, so that we may know He calls us by name.

Phil 4:9
The wealth and riches He gives us is vast, to the heavens.

H3.
Tax









Uncle Sam

Mt 22:17-21
Pay all your taxes and so honor the government.

Rom 13:1
Be obedient to all authority.

Mk 12:14-17
Give to God out of the joy to be in fellowship with Him.

G5.
Retirement

Nu 8:24-25
Retirement from work for Levites.

Prov 6:6-8
A time for rest in due season.

Prov 27:12
Look forward, prepare for difficult things that may come, be ready for the future. 

D7.
Inheritance








Buddy

Prov 13:22
Plan and consider an inheritance for your children.

Prov 20:21
Be prudent with an quickly gained inheritance, watch out.

2Cor 12:14
We are to save for our children’s needs, not them for us.

Gal 4:7

The heart of the inheritance comes from God, who made us sons.

2003  Miscellaneous








OIC


· “The goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience, and a sincere faith”  1 Tim 1:5

· Review:  Good Character, Bad Character, Credit, Giving, Providing, Blessings, Curses, Investing, Work 

· Righteousness vs. Prosperity, Contentement and Excess, Inflation vs. Gold, Innovation, Insurance, Responsibility 

B2.
Bribes

2 Chr 19:7
Watch out, fear God and do not take a bribe.

Ex 23:8
Bribes will blind us and undermine justice.

Deut 27:25
Bribes bring a curse upon us.

Amos 5:12
God watches and knows those who take bribes.

B12.
Injustice

Lev 19:15
Do not be unjust, or play favorites.

Prov 19:7
Be fair to the poor man too.

Ps 82:2-4
Cover for the weak and fatherless.

Lam 3:35-36
The Lord sees all injustice.

Jam 2:1-16
We must not show favoritism based on wealth or appearance.

B11.
Indulgence

Prov 21:17
Only loving pleasure leads to poverty.

Phil 3:18-19
Recognize enemies of the Cross, the indulgent, shameful, and earthly.

Prov 25:28
In Christ, we can control our spirit and not let it control us.

1 Tim 6:17
It is God who richly gives all good things to enjoy.

D2.
First Fruits

Prov 3:9-10
Honor the Lord with the first of all you income and harvests and livestock.

Num18:12-13 Give the best to God first.

James 1:18
We are the firstfruits of Christ’s sacrifice.


D8.
Offerings

Ex25:2-3
Offerings from the heart are acceptable to God.

Ex 36:3
Let offerings be of our own free will.

Lev 14:30-31
Give as you are able.

Deut 12:11
Proportionality in tithing and giving and offering.

D13.
Worthless Gifts

Deut 23:18
Bring only pure, unblemished gifts to God.

Mal 1:13
Give good gifts with a good heart.

Acts 5:1-10
Don’t lie or deceive God.


